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Here we go again with the editorial .portion of MEQW. Grab your
beaﬁ%es because here we go again with that steriling column called Mc

There are a couple of things that I want to say about Me-
~w #5 and my N'APAc in general.

Gee, I sure did use some fancy layouts last time, didn'*
I? I'm especially proud of.- the nifty upside down one that I came
up with for the article on the Hew Wave. It's one of the more unual
layouts I've seen in a fanzine. I hope you all won't slavishly copy
me.

I suppose this is as good a place as any to thank those
who voted for me in the egoboo poll. It's mice to know that at least
a few people like my stuff.

As you no doubt noticed, Bailes and I celebrated our hligh
finishes in the poll by withdrawing EXCALIBUR from N'APA,

I suppose some explainations are in order. I have noted
with a certain amount of alarm thet EX doesn't get much in the way
of comments., Worse, because of the presence of EX, MEOW and NATTER-
JAJK don't seem to get their rightful share of comments either. I,
ZOr one, don't publish to holler down an empty well, EX is gone
rocause few seemed to care if it stayed. I'm hoping that SAPS will be
a morc convivial atmospherc for EX, I do hope that some of you
will care enough about the zine to want to astill get it. A promise
to LoC or a contribution will do very nicely.

But den't get the idea that I'm stomping over the hill.
I hope to continue to 8ring out large issues of MEOW on a regular basis
as I have been doing lately, I'd be a liar if I said that, right at
this minute, I had a burning enthusiasm for N'APA. I don't, Still,
I do like the group, and as long as it affords enjoyment, I'll do my
best to entertain you all with a varied lot of material.

I understand that Fred Lerner is introducing a motion %o
alter the Bylaws to permitt N'APA to separate from the N3F., I've
said quite a bit on this subject already, so I'll only add that I
support the motion. I would also like to encourage every single
member to vote., Further, this is a prelude to actually introducing
tha resolution to separate, For godsakes, don't vote for this if
you're not willing to go 2all the way. I'm afraid I've run out of
space. Sce you in the September mailing- Arnie

MEOW #6 is edited and published by Arnie Katz, 98 Patton Blvd.,

New Hyde Park, New York, 11043. It is Mewo Pub #43 and Katzac #59.
Cover is by Joe Staton, I should assume., All material is written by me,
but that's the way it goes. NYCon III in '67.
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I could have vot- sk
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a great honor io kave teceived .the most . pdints.cf any N'APAn tn
e "potl . I nol soing tosecmnkasmabecause T aon't getthe’ Famey
Ass Tdtle «cf President,but I wounld iike t¢ know why tne votas

ol S el S S “ACALIBUR, wore split betwecen ithe co-cditors while

NIDEAS hag& ite points awarded to but one of ite twe ecitors. I
hope Fred woen't wry to vell me that Felice wanied it thal waim
since I Acubi that any member Bas the right te assign h_Ls/nw
votes to anothsr member, I sincerely would like S0 ¥now khow come
the different rilesgs ,As I.said, I'm quit w*]‘lqg +5 acecept

the totals as ycu Lave them, but I sincerely woulid iike %o hkrow
ow it came to be thus.

ARTLTANCE AMATETR -Fred

As Ten said in NJ, EX is gone from N'APA., It never reaJWy

ot many commenis, pOSS“bly because it stvarted here (nca"*ﬂ Lfoxr
5_%, and its old imege still dogged it. Ferhaps sometime in ihe
future the Bailes and Katz team will send = genzine Lnromn L'ABA
again, it might even be EX.. Untill that nebulous soms time, though,
I hope scme of you wiil be interested in continuving vo Teoeive Bl
A premise to at least LoC will be sufficent %o get a copy,;if
- such promise is made in the form of a letter £0 Len or L. W Glagmils
LX is worth staying with, and we hope you do, too. :

was used exclazive-
1v in N'APA in MEOW



NIEKAS #11%EQd and Felice )
ED: I croggle at the image of Riley and Cllfton exchanglng
their Bugo on a yearly basis. In fact it is one of the mosi re-

welting pictures. any fan has come up w1th since the B-=-C-—mm--
Srore, shame, shame, Ed Meskys.

I see that you didn't include me as one Qf the fans you met
at the White Pary. I guess I ca n't expect you to remember ovaryonue,

I found the article about SF in Libraries int A
noticed the same thing at most litraries, but in Creat Ne:zk
uwation seems to be somewhat better. Althorvgh the 1ib
is one of the smaller tranches; they ucua;ly “vv a coavle .o
titles a month, er occcasionally even more, ‘Begidas the Horison
juaveniles, they go, in for coilections, They buy the P+, GEMaAXY,
Analog, Spectrum, and Merrils anthologies.

p,

I thirk the reason mhst libraries shy away from paperbacks
is that one mcderately careiecs reader can ruin a ps beyond sal-
vaging. The pregudice against the spfi covers js bregking dow:,
zapecially in school libraries, large sized soft bound-tooks are
f'”g btough’ in large numbers where no hardcover is availible, T
adnk it will be a while before the pocketl sized editions are pur-~
hagsed by Libreries. I suspect that when they finaily are availible .
¥cr deoan, they will probably be foaned out the way many libraries
Lian records; €2 much a day, and a fine for danegs.

&N

(\

Felice: Ah, you soft living Californians! You sawa birdie on
the first day of spring, and I saw about four inches of snow. Maybe
if I keep wa"chlnn I'1]l see a polar bear, waich woala be bether tian
a bird.

RACHE #17*Bruce .

See, Ten and I are trying to do our little bit to make your
Library cf Parndnm interesting, switching aras with ZX, If 3APH
resonse is what I expeot it probedly won't staiy Hhere long either,
iX has abovt 80-100 outside circulation, .so0 I ‘kiak 2% qualify as
a genzine.

If you want to look at the results of the last OFlection in
a differcnt 11g1t on the basis cf neccenta ge of J“p“ov"mzat, then
i baaic veu ' A1 find that 1 did'sieakfisedtiy Bother tilan yousdgud, In
fact I scored a decigive victoxy, You were, howevar, 82 =uddle=
1 defeat that I'wve aecided to wvote for you nzext vears In fuctr
3 may campaign Vigercusiy in your henalf. I hepe tlat dessath lose
vou too many votes, Pelz Bor Ok, Pyt an CE]ephant o your tanmi

How cruecl. You mean you still consider me a neafan, Oh well,
mavbe by ne:rt YeAreocsoces

If we lost our Grand 0ld Man, Roy Tackett, I think it's fairly
obvious what we would do for Stability, Pﬂ03uc¢ov, or Jtatus., We'd



elect BEP OE,

Glad you liked the line about Len's typer. He has é newer
one which works. I suppose he could still rename the old one el
2t it would be a waste of time,

I can see Stan Woolston as he approaches Fred ? and sa2ys,
O

cheerily,"I've decided to leb you rud off the nex’t jstme of 83,
Haeediht ~SEEiNs 2R 5E  slkever i pLot bins R0 to. Joem e AR hy doting ian
the Beleved Prexy. It would also accomplisi the seemingly imvossibhle
Tcat of geiting the N'APA mailinegs out on time, Frad would hiave &
lot of time in his cell $o0 get things recady. :

SPINA #5-Creath

I fourd your five stages of fan publishing Fhonght Prowvoking,
to ¢oin a phrese. I donit thimk you are going svout the thing from ‘
the right diresction. I think yvou are misiaking a diveraityror imber-

e3ts Tor a progression. True; ycu get cut of being pinned dowa by

saying that csone fen 'skip phases or remain in one phase thrcoughoutb
their fenwisgh careers. S%iil, I think I've gct a progressicn that
iz a littie more general. S

1. The Rénk Nenrfan Stage

. The necfan is introduced to fandom and fanzines. If he begins
to_publish in this stage, he uavally aoes the prozines in formas

anc. comtent, The pank neofan ususlily kas an infiaved idea of the
worth of his zines and his writing in rslation o the rest-of
fordom, :

2, The Middlzs Neofan Stage

Afiser heving his first few zines panned to a greater or-les-
ser extent, the FKildle Neofan more or less hegins %0 los2 ths -overly
high opinion of khimself characteristic of the Rank Neodan I “the
widdle Neofen is at an impressionable age, suy younger than 20
he picks out one or two establiished fans on whom he models i impeeling
This is probabty the stage vhich ceparates the actilfen rrom ta
fringerfen. Most future actifen types will boeome rabid joiner
ing this stage. _
3. Imate Nectfaa Stage

Tis stage is characterized by the lessening of the influance
of the nec's idol(s) as he begins t¢ reciive mecre of the beiier
zines, Hs usvally Dbegins to resnt being callsd a neolan.

A, The fan Stage, ‘

The ghage in which *the gereral image of the fan is set,; and
in- which he gets inte scme of 4he aps he got on the wl for ja the
lagt shage. ; B :

5o Well Known Fan Stage

For one resson or arother. the fan is now widely know in
fandom. This doss not necessarily have to ke because he is such a
good writer; he is just known.

5--B Big Neme Fan Stage

: If ac wk? becomes widely known for his good works over a
reasonable lergth of time, he may move into this stagne. he is given
respect by his peers and sometimes awe among the necfen if ke is =&




sufficently big BNF
7. GAFIA
The stage is reached when a fan:
l. Has nothing more to say
2. Finds the hobby is no longer stimulating
3. 1is carried away by a Greater Passion
‘4, feels he needs a change
5. finds that his character has changed to such an extent
that he can no longer derive enjoyment frcm Fandom
6. is forced to give up fandom due *o presurcs of his non-
farnish existence.,
7. discovers, in a flash of realization, that fans look
dowvn upon him
8. dies

Natura*ly, I don't claim perfection fof this idea, but I
think itis pretty good for the actifen, if not other types of fans.

' I thouvght your N3F welcommittee letter quite funny. Especially

ince: I reccgnise a sentence or *wo, the relatively immncuous ones,
thapk Ghod, as being typical ¢f what I might have W“it‘en'ag a. neo-
fan on the W2, Trere have been some real Winners workiag for the
Porasia, bLut there have also besn some Fery interesting wnd rather
nerming tfolks like Leal Labowitz. You foirgot So start it with the
gentence, " Welcome to the NjF"’*", wirich is on just about evers
w> lotter I carn ever remcmber secing.

Creath, that's the nicest thing anyone has said to me in a
fanzine ginne I cen't remember when. I mean where you say 1'11 be
another Wiliis by the time I'm 21, If I could be ag good a writerp
in ny own way of course, as he is, that's ahoutv 2ll I could paessibly
want in fandom,

THEOREM #2-A1

For a first major effort this isn't too bad. Sf:ll some stuff
that isn’'t ton good, like the fillers and the "kumor" of Sam, bub
a good effort nonetheless, Lon is, if I am to use his CLIRGHS as
a standard, nncomnonly verbose in his book revicws. A simphiliod
style, more tike his stuff in SFPA would have gone cover hetich, I
think, A propos of ths reviews, Honest Dick ILuporf said thsi. the
maniscript tor Tarzan and the Madman was found on FRb's desx, and I
tend Yo Lelimve Dick,

No, Al, Mad Ave; isn't going to my head; I just seem to be the
Official Sloganccr of the Fanocias®ts., Some of the ones I've come up
@ithi(ie Send a Carr by Flane) are rather cbvicus, but I usually
think of tih~m before anyonc else., I'm not sure what that NYCon ZLL
slogan wag brought on by, but I do hope that all Right Thiniihg
Regponsille Trwuoﬂ will vote for NYCon II*. I've beoun takling Lessons
fram e Yoo -

Since th main humor in the Caper is puns and swiftiespm it
isn't too surp?*isihg' that it isn't very subtle. Of course,jt does’
surprise me thaot you got all that Existencialist phliusophy so easily.



BYZANTIUM #20John+ *A** P**RICK
John, I just figured out a way to improve the last issue
of BYZ some 37+%. It might also decrease the N'APA wl by one, too,.

Seems that you have thoughts on GEMZINE parallel to mine,
“%hen I first encountered GZ, I thought it was great. After about
three issues, my intesrcst began to fade, until I have to force myself
to read it now. I also think Gem's mes are, overratedl She dossu't
read the zines she mes carefuily enought o tell whnether trhey are even
N'APAzines or who- the writers and editors are. I supnosel telong
to small N'APA minorities on both points., It's purely a matier of
taste, ) =4 3

I wasn't saying the Pete Jackson wasn't a neofan par gxcel-
lence. I was angry at Roy, who is an oldandtired fan who should
know bettsr, for picking on a kid whose main problem was %ysical
‘necfannish ignorence. That was quite a welccme he gave pocr Faiec.
"I mignt incliude Art Hayes in as a Shameful Scoundrel; baceusge he
veprinted Petz's worse piece of fuggheadedness, tie Fandkm Money
bit. However, I think that Art sincerely thought the idea was mere
itorious, which dcesa't say to much for him, I'm afraid.

That Haiku you wrote in the mc on Meow Troubles Me

" .=greatly=. Who is Quisliing? Is he a SAPSite I've been overlooking
ail this time? 1I'll have to go out and recruit him for the N3F as
goon as I finish this zine,

I agree, the fifteenth N'APA mailing was the low point,
even though the reaction to that mailing, mailing 16, should
be close to it. I meant the 15th when I wrcte the article, but I
misremembered the mailing number Biob's little blast appeared in,

Thanks for going to the trouble of continuing the N'APA
numbering system, Too bad Fred fouled it up this mailing by rot
giving the new members numbers., Why don't you continue as Official
Number Giver?

Well, fellow N'APAhs, do I or don't I? Do I ignore six sick
pages in search of inanity, or do I provide N'APA with a *Show*?
On the one hand, Dave isn't going to listen to vhat anyone t2ils
him, He has His Own Ideas, and, though they may have no factual
basis anywhere bwt in his mind, he isn't going to allow sny know-
ledge to crezep into hig brain, You can bet on that, Wiy, if Dave
ever learned anything from observation, it might confuse his closed
little mind, It certainly is a sad thing when a boy as younz as
Dave is sure that he kncws it all, He is the only persor- I cexn think
of who couid be a fan for two years and still have no understand
of what's hoppening in the microcosm., Fandom, in this case, is merely
used as an exanmpie of his monumuetal lack of perecentiocn,

I suppose that, whatever I wanted to do originally, I ahave
lauched myseitf into the task of takirng dave down a coupnle of pegs.
Recp in my that I have been hearing simikzar garbags fron Dave for
two ycars, and try to bear with me.




First, in view of the fact that John warned me in BYZ of your
impending idiocy, I think I should mention that Hohn didn't go all
the way and warn me in a letter. The article in the last Meow was
dgne without the foreknowledge that you would supply such a beav-
}:1ul illustration of the New Waver at work in the very same mailing.
ferhaps the article itself, if you were ohservant enough to apply i%
o your pages in BYZ #2 would be ample refutation of your ravings.
iy opinion of your intelligence is such that I doubt that you made
any such connection,

OF NAMINC
o, T ANZINES

_

!

I would feel
myself abler to refute
your arguements if
they had been stated in more specific terms. For example, I don't
sec how the rame cf a fanzine can add to the appearence of that
fanzine, The way the name is stenciled can add to the appearerce.
That is, a Steve Stiles heading looks much nicer than just tyring
the title, but what the name itself can have to do with the appear-
ence is beyond me,

i

R e e

I do agree with one thing you say. Assuming the title is
written large enough, it is probably the first thing a fan who
get that fanzine sees. I'm not sure what this very obvious fact is
supposed to havas to do with anything.

Although it may have escaped your notice in your two year
stay in fandom, fanzines are a hobby, not a commercial venture.
A faned distributes his fanzines more or less for free, and so it
is not recumbant upon him to cater to the whims of the readers in
rega rd to choice of names. To a newestand publication, which is
placed on thm same rack as perhaps 50 other magazines of various
types, 2 name can mean the difference between success and bankrupt-
cy. Because the professional magazines are published to make money,
they must attract the reader with every possible means, They must
have a name which the casual magazine stand browser will identify
immediately with a particular field or sype of magzine. It was for
this reascn that Z-D rejected the ideca of renaning AMAZING SPECU-
LATION, which could just as casily be the name cf a stock investment
periodical. Farnzines, aren't sold on newsstands, and thus are nov
subject to the same rules as a commercial newsstand pubkiication.
The faned, to reinterate, is a hobbyist, and as long as his ma ter-
ial is mailiblc may do whatever he wishes, If the guality ci the
material in his fanzine is bad, fans wilil shunt it aside for an
idle moment rether than plunging in as soon as the postman brings it.
Since fandem is a people to peopie rather than a nmagazine to people
relationship, each fanzine is identified more by its editor and
writer(s)., dvery active fanzine fan is typed by the other fen



ascording to his talents as a writer, editor, artist, or some
combination of all three. You could put out a fanzine with a name I
might consider to be absolutely great, but once I scanned the con-
tents page, the name would be as nothing. The only significence

fanzine name really gets is thatv it is linked with the persocn
‘ho uges it., I'd wager that most fans could tell you the name of the
eaitor of ewery fanzine he receives without biinking an eyc. The nanme,
in short, really doesn't mesan anything, It's ths fan who stands be~
hind that name that makes the difference. If T want to call a fanzire
BYCELSIOR because I admire Jean Sheperd or MEOW because my nanme is
Katz, that is my right and my priviledge. If you want to think up
names that you think are Highly Significent, that's your right, too.
But don't come around telling others thai you are going to be the
judge over whether the name of their fanzine is significent enough.

B o

OF &

COVERS

No one 1s trying to use a cover to "sell" a fanzine. There
is no pced Vo om,t the resder with the cover into buying, since
he alrsady owng the 2ine by .the time he sees th e COvVer, Wk:le the
guality of the aover art may influance thn reador s opinion of

the. zine, *the sgubliccet matter wculd secm to e Jho choize cr ithe edit-
cr.and artist® actL"g in concert. The cover has o be onc that the
editor likes, which goes for the entira cﬂnt¢q+s of +the’ zings+ T liak
your lithie hen scratchings are miserudle, bui if you're satisfied

with them, +then thait's your tusiness,

Most of the art I usc comes from Joe Staton. I like his art,
and he scems to like drawing for my zines, Since he's also a pretty
good friend, he has a fair idea of what I like as far as subjec?
natier goss, Fe sends me the art, and if I Iike itv, and T usually
do, I use it. ALndy Portver, when he wants to do some art for my zines,
lets me Look through his portfolio til1l I find some stuff I like,
Thatv's how ithe art for my zinns ip> salcted, and I'd wager the pro-
cedure is the same for virtually all fanz"nos, 0Of course, if you
are doing a specialty fanzine, you probably will tend to plck
art which corrcsponds to the written material, but again, it is
quality thet ma sters. I like well drawn nekkid ladies. I will not
use such a drawing. hovever, unless I feel it haos artistic merit.

I concede the right of any recader to say whatever he wants to about
the quality of the art, but ‘I will ‘chocse the subj >t matver for my
zines and you for ycurs., I publish to meet my siandards, and not

to please Dave Patrick.




[9 CRUD WRITINC

You called it "Crud Writing", which isn't as new a term as
you think it is, In fact, I've noticed those two words occuring
linked with your name on more than one occasion (ie¢ Patrick writes
crap), however, I perfer the term "Crud", which while being a
euphemhsm is the standard fanspeak term.

Actually, i you want to sec some really bad writing, I
advise you to look at the two paragraphs in which you castigate
Mr. irnie Katz for the supposed sin of "erap writing." They
contain more faults in construction and moreill chosen werds than
anyone past 10th grade has the right to have in a whole paper
which is supposedly at least second draft. And you style yourself
a writer? S5%ill, it is not necessary for you to write well your—
self in order to have the right to critisize ny writing. That is
indeed fortunate for you, and for me too, if you can actually say
sonething that might help mc.

If I should single out something in one of my fanzines as
being bad, I do not do so idly, cven if I laugh at myself a little
in the process, I have two qualities which you seem to lack,

DPave; the abiiity to laugh at nyself and the faculty of self~
critisism. I om never truly satisfied with anything I do. Although
I have enjoyed scme of my own writings hugely, 1 s%ill push onward
tvowards the goal of better writing. Likewise, I want to publish
the very best fanzine of which I am capable., If the repro isn't
good, I'm the tfirst one to say so. Likewise, I've expressed dis-
satisfaction with my art steneiling. P ssitly it's due to my e yesight,
but the fact rcmains that I will try t6 use only presdenciled art
from now on, in orcer to do it justice. I have throwm away many
stencils with art on them becausc I felt that the stenciiling job
I did wasn't grod enough, I den't want someone to tell me that ny

- repro is Just Peachy when it isn't. When it was bad, I consistantly
asked for tips to Lelp me improve., I'd appreciate it if you
wouldn't project your own inability to lookx at anything, much less
yourself, with a modicum of objectivity. For exemple, I would dis-
egree very strongly with your assertion that there has been no im-
provenent in the repro of ny fanzines. I think there has been
great inmprovenent.

Next we come to your brilliant analysis of the pun serial.
You just say it's Crap, and let it go at that., I don't think that
is quite what I expected in the way of Mature Critisism. The Caper
is not Great Art, end it isn't intended to be. 1 wanted o write.a
topical N'APA slanted story with a lot of little humorous bits in it,
and I thirnk T've. succeeded fairly well, L've also used the story to



try out some experimental writing techniques, the success of which
is shown by the fact that Len has drawn upon them for the latest
chapter of Grey Fansman.

Since you are bandying about the term "Crap Writing", I
think that things ought to be placed in their proper perspective.
W2 have a handy gauge of reader opinion in the just finished Igp-
boo Poll. It would be grossiy unfair of me to point out that I a-
massed five times the number of points you did, because I had
much more material in the mailings. HOWever, you hsd more fiction
in N'APA than any other fan, You had at least three long stories in
John's zines, and maybe some others on which I don't have the mail-
ings with me to check. I had one story 'way back in the March 64
mailing,; one in the September mailing, and two chapters of the pun
serial, neither of which were very lorng. A quick check of the
voters shows that at least three or four didn'Z%® have the March
mailing which you had no material in, and in which I had about my
best piece of fiction. This increases the oddg in your favor a little
bit more. Anyway, my point totzl was three times your point total
in this catagecry. Someone is a Crap Writer and someone is writing
fairly enjorakle fiction,

I've already commented on my huge surplus of material else-
where, which makes your remark about me sitting down at the typer
to fill up the quota with a minimum of effort (those were your words,
substancially) zeem silly.

I have a lot more to say to you, including an analysis of your
story, but I've wasted more than enough space on you, little kid.

NATTERJACK #5-Len

You mean it's your second anniversery don't you? I'd hate
to think you werc holding out on mg for a whidle year, and then played
dumb when we made our first contact with fand om,

I'm not sure what exactly would happen if we collaborated on
a dtory, but we really ought to try it sore time . Fandom might never
recover.

You know whatl like about you, Len, you've become an Arnie
Katz fan. You like my stuff almost as mmch as T do, It's all right,
though, I'm a Len Bailes fan,

Although I can't think of any comments on it, I do like the
story, and T may even allow mine to cease uncompleted, even though a
chapter is already completed,

FANTASY Neo #l-Steve

Hello there writer of nasty letters that nice people don't
save to Lold cver their heads at some futvme date, Not taking back
what I said to *A¥Z P¥¥Rick about titlss, have you thonght of calling
this NEO FAlltasy? I'1ll bet you avoided the pun purposely; ro see how r
many of us would suggest iv.




Steve, isn't it a little early in the game to make blanket
astatements about what you'll read and what you won't. I don't see
how you can say " I won't read any fiction" without having sampled
gome of the better stwif. Amaterr 8F, though I have writien it oc-
casionally, is usually not too gcod., Fezan fiction is somsthing
else again. Some of the foremost classics of fan writing have been
f2aan fiction. Have you tried The Enchanted Dupkicator, Cacher of
the Rye, BNF of Iz, Alice in Blunderliand, or the Gocn Storisg? I .
think you're meking a8 mistake in déciding not to read fean IZiction
ungil you've sampled some of these. You realily are nicsging scme
real enjoyment, you know.

INTERNAL AVINUES #3-John B

If there are 21 N'/Pins out there who would like to see
N'APA separated from the N3F, I will show you hcw it’s dome without
contravening any of the rules that have been set up to cover the
situation.

I really have a lot more mes that I want to make, but I
a 1so don't want to go beyond this stencil. Instead of trying to
cran in a lot of little spippets, I'li just say hi to the good people,
220 some not so good peorle, wnose zines I just didn't get around
50 saying anything about in here

I surcly thought I'd be able to fit in comnplete nmcs, buil
things just got out of hand, See all of you next guarter.-A the K



